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GUEST SPEAKER AT OUR APRIL DINNER MEETING
KEVIN MCGURGAN

BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL MIAMI

Kevin McGurgan took up his appointment as Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Miami
in December 2009.

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1971, Kevin joined the Foreign & Commonwealth Office
(FCO) in 1990. He comes to Miami from southern Afghanistan, where he spent 2008/9 as
Deputy Head of the NATO Provincial Reconstruction Team in Helmand province. During
this time he worked with Afghan political and tribal leaders to improve security and helped
prepare the ground for the arrival of the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade of the US
Marine Corps in spring 2009. He was made an Officer of the British Empire (OBE) for his
work in Afghanistan in the 2010 Queen’s Birthday Honours.

Since 2005 he has worked predominately on international security issues. Until 2007 he
was Deputy Head of the Iraq Policy Unit, responsible for political and security advice on the situation in south-
ern Iraq followed by a secondment to the Home Office, working on organised crime, counter terrorism and
migration issues.

This is Kevin’s second posting to the United States. From 1997 – 2000, he worked at the United Nations in
New York on multilateral sanctions regimes, negotiating and implementing sanctions regimes in the Middle
East (against Libya and Saddam Hussein’s Iraq), Asia (the Taleban) and diamond and arms embargoes in Africa
(Sierra Leone and Angola). Kevin’s earlier diplomatic career has seen him serve short tours in Russia, Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and Syria (1993-4); as a press officer in the UK’s Permanent Representation to the European Union
(1994-5); as a political and consular officer in Bosnia (1996-7) and from 2003-2005 as Head of the Political and
Economic team in Sweden with a specific focus on European policy issues and counter-terrorism.

In London he has also worked on Afghanistan, the Balkans and arms export policy. Within the FCO he
assesses candidates for promotion to middle management and is also a qualified Trauma Risk Management
Assessor.

Kevin is accompanied by his wife Vicki (also from Scotland), and his two sons, Alexander and Michael. His
interests include reading, travelling and cycling. He is currently studying for a MBA part-time and ran the
Miami half marathon for charity in January 2010.  He is contemplating running the full marathon in 2011.
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United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps
300 SW 25th Street • Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335

View from the Bridge

March, 2011

The Cadets of Spruance Division and Radford Training Ship began the month of March by participating in
the Annual Marine Industries Association Waterway Clean Up.  The Cadets were assigned to clean the beach-
es and mangroves of John U Lloyd State Park. Ranger Carmen told us that our Cadets had picked up the most
trash of any group working in the Park! The Unit held our Annual Personnel Inspection on March 12. CDR
Morey Andrews, the X.O. of Coast Guard Air Station Miami inspected the Spruance Division Sea Cadets, and
CDR Brian Gove inspected the Radford Division League Cadets. CDR Andrews told the Cadets an inspiring
story of  the choices he made in his life that brought him from a small town in Alabama, to become a dedicat-
ed Coast Guard Pilot, now Second in Command of the Coast Guard Air Station, in Opa Locka. 

After the Inspection and a quick lunch break the Cadets rushed downtown to participate in the City of Fort
Lauderdale St. Patrick’s Day Parade. The Parents committee and Staff worked diligently under the direction of
Ross Elder, and built an incredible float for the parade, in the shape of a war ship. The Cadets were well
received by the crowd as they marched proudly by the reviewing stand, with special attention from our Mayor,
Jack Seiller. The Navy League Cadets participated in the City of Hollywood’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration on Sunday, and the Float was also well received by the crowds. The Sea Cadets presented the
Colors onboard the Ruby Princess Cruise ship, where Rear Admiral Danny Moynihan the Navy’s head of
Public Affairs honored our dear friend and supporter Joe Millsaps with the Broward Navy Days Freedom
Award.

The Cadets held one final practice for Flag Ship at Coast Guard Station Fort Lauderdale. Two Coast Guard
Recruiters addressed the Cadets about the opportunities the Coast Guard has to offer. It was announced that
PO3 Pablo Taborda has enlisted in the US Coast Guard, and will leave for Training this summer. We are all
proud of him and wish him well. 

We ended the month with a great day celebrating the City of Fort Lauderdale Centennial Celebration.  We
shared a booth with our Fort Lauderdale Navy League Sponsors, and the Cadets talked to other kids about the
special training they receive, and how much fun they have. The League Cadets helped with the Cake
Ceremony, and the Sea Cadets started the official program with the presentation of Colors. It was a special
honor, as the Mayor of Fort Lauderdale specifically requested the Spruance Division Sea Cadets to represent
the City with the Colors Presentation.

Respectfully submitted:

LCDR Alan Starr, NSCC,

Commanding Officer

Important Parking Information:

Anticipation IV is docked behind the Riverhouse Condominium at 333 Las Olas Way; however, no parking is available
there. Instead we ask guests to park at the Las Olas Riverfront, 300 SW 1st Ave (also called Brickell Avenue), Fort
Lauderdale. The entrance to the public parking garage is on the right side of the road immediately after valet
parking.

Once guests have parked they should proceed to the river. When facing the water, turn left, walk under the pink
bridge (Andrews Avenue). The Anticipation IV is docked about 50 yards east of the bridge.

Please Join Us 
Fleet Week 2011 

Sailor of the Year / Enlisted Person of the Year Luncheon 
hosted by the NLUS Fort Lauderdale Council 

 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker: Congressman Allen West 
 

Tuesday, April 26th 

11:15 A.M. – 2:45 P.M. 
 

Aboard the Yacht Anticipation IV 
Fort Lauderdale 
$55 per person 

 
Civilian: Business Casual 

Military Uniform: Summer Whites, Tropical Blues, Service Charlies, or Service Equivalent 
 
 

Please RSVP by April 20th 

elaine.nasta@gmail.com 954-554-6688 

Sailor of the Year / Enlisted Person of the Year Luncheon 

Please respond by April 20th 

Name(s):

# Attending: Total: $

Telephone:

Please make checks payable to: NLUS Fort Lauderdale Council

Mail to: Elaine Nasta, 8190 Cleary Boulevard, #1901, Plantation, FL 33324
Cell: 954 554 6688 elaine.nasta@gmail.com
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3rd V.P. . . . . . . . Alan Stotsky
Secretary . . . . . . Lynn Drucker
Treasurer. . . . . . Mack Madzinski
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ALL COPY DEADLINE:
Please provide any photos, along with
copy, prior to the 1st day of the month
for publication in the next newsletter.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Wednesday, June 4th at 4:00 PM

SEA CADET HEADQUARTERS

Located at:

300 S.W. 25th Street • Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315
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NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday,  April 20th, 2011

Coral Ridge Yacht Club
6-7PM Cocktails  •  7-9PM Dinner

Special Guests:

Kevin McGurgan
British Consulate General Miami

RSVP Required!
Call 954-565-6778 no later than noon, Monday prior to the meeting.  

Wednesday, May 4th, 2011 at 3:30 PM
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Asst. Judge Advocate: Richard Chosid
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March was certainly a

busy month for our Council:
on the 13th in the St. Patrick’s
Day parade, our Radford and
Spruance Division Sea
Cadets were represented by a
float, marchers and a Color
Guard. At our monthly din-
ner on the 16th we listened to
excellent presentations espe-

cially focused on Cuban life at Guantanamo Bay
over the past 50 years: the speakers were Captain
Peter Husta USN and his wife Madhya, a native
Honduran. On the 24th we had a Navy League
night at the Blue Martini. 

On Sunday the 27th at Ft. Lauderdale
Centennial events at Huizenga Park our council,
led by 1st VP Oscar Romano, staffed a Navy
League/Council booth with Board and council
members from 11AM to 8 PM. Until 5PM we had
the pleasure of sharing the booth with our Sea
Cadets. Led by LCDR Starr and wearing both
whites and dungarees they attracted a great deal
of attention during the day from parents and
their eligible offspring.  Just prior to 5PM LCDR
Starr marched the Color Guard and Sea Cadets to
the bandstand to help launch the official proceed-
ings. It is worth noting that among the major
sponsors of the event Mayor Seiler named one of
our Council Affiliates, SignsByTomorrow operat-
ed by members Chuck Black and Lynn Elsasser.

The month was ended by an informative
night at the Museum of Art which has had a
beautiful display and detailed information about
the 1500 year history/evolution of the Vatican
and its art. Over 30 members and guest attended.

April began with a Sea Cadet Flagship
Competition at the Coast Guard Station at Port
Everglades that included over 130 Sea Cadets
from 4 units (see View from the Bridge). The
day’s events started with a particularly relevant
presentation for which our council should be
very proud: another award for our outstanding Sea
Cadet leader and Council Board Member LCDR Alan

Starr: He received the prestigious Commandant
of the Coast Guard’s Meritorious Public Service
Award. It was presented to him by Rear Admiral
William Baumgartner Commander, Seventh
Coast Guard District. The award was made more
heartwarming as it came as a complete surprise
to Alan. Well deserved Alan!

Our guest speaker for our April 20th   dinner
at the CYRC will be Kevin McGurgan, Her
Majesty’s Consul General - Miami. With recent
work for NATO in Iraq and Afghanistan and in
these particular times I’m sure you will want to
attend on the 20th. See bio attached.  

As I hope you are all aware Fleet Week runs
from April 25 to 29 this year. This year your
council is sponsoring the Enlisted Person of the
Year awards which will be held as a luncheon
aboard the yacht Anticipation on the 26th. Our
guest speaker is Congressman Allen West. Please
take a look at the information provided here and
note the RSVP deadline. We are looking forward
to everyone’s participation.

This year there will be 4 ships and a subma-
rine in Port Everglades. For ships visits you can
contact browardnavydaysinc.org. 

I look forward to seeing you all during the
month.

Rudy Oetting  
President   
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